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January 31 « 1975 


TELEPHONE <6171 287-t»00 


Mr. Harold Weisberg 
Route 8 

Frederick, Maryland 21?01 


Dear Mr. Weisberg i 

I have been doing research for some time on the Alger Hiss 
case. One of the persons whose role in the case may be crucial 
is a man named Horace VI. Schmahl, a former private investigator 
and OSS agent who was hired in 1949 by Hiss* counsel to investi- 
gate the background of Whit taker Chambers. Schmahl was discharged 
after a couple of months when suspicions were raised about his 
possible connections with the House Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee, and the possibility that he was involved in the forging 
of a typewriter used to manufacture evidence against Hiss. 

In two interviews with another person doing research on the 
case, conducted in late 1973 * Schmahl claimed to have been hired 
by Gen. William Donovan, head of the OSS during the war, to^ 
find a typewriter expert capable of forging a typewriter. Schmahl 
said that this assignment was given to a man named Adam Kunze, 
now deceased. My own research in the Vlar Departments Military 
Intelligence files in the National Archives turned up G-2 files 
on both Schmahl and Kunze . Kunze was a known pro-Nazi and was 
close to the German-American Bund, and Schmahl was alleged by G-2 
to be pro-Nazi and possibly a German espionage agent. In spite of 
these allegations, I have been informed by the CIA that Schmahl, 
who was experienced in surveillance and wiretapping, was an OSS 
trainer in 1943 and 1944. He had operated a translating business 
before the war (he was born in Germany and was fluent in several 
languages) and one of his pre-war clients was Donovan's law firm. 

I have high regard for your investigative skill, and understand 
that you are knowledgeable about the OSS. I would be very grateful 
for any information you may have about Schmahl, if you are acquainted 
with him. I might add that in the late 1950's, his name figured 
prominently in tlje kidnap-assassination of Dr. Galindez, an opponent 
of the Trujillo regime. He now lives in Florida and operates a 
marine suplly-engineering business. I would be glad to supply you 
with other information I have about Schmahl, if you wish. Thank 
you very much for your assistance. 
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